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ELECTION 



By way of the Office Action dated June 16, 2004, the Examiner issued a 
restriction/ election requirement asking the Applicant to elect a single disclosed 
species for prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no 
generic claim is f inally held to be allowable. The Examiner indicated that no 
claims were generic, and identified the following patentably-distinct species: FIG 
1, FIG. 2, FIGS. 3-3A, FIG- 4-4B, FIG- 5, FIG. 6, FIG. 7, FIG. 8, FIGS. 9 & 11, and 
FIGS, 10 & 12. 

In response, the Applicant hereby elects the species shown in FIG. 1 for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic 
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Reply to Office Action of 06/16/04 

claim is finally held to be allowable. The following claims are readable on the 
species of FIG. 1: 1-4, 7-10, 12, 14, 15, 18, and 19. 

Regarding the issue of generic claims, the Applicant notes that Claim 1, 
while not necessarily generic to all the species, is generic as to the species of 
FIGS, 1-8, Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that if Claim 1 is found 
allowable, Claims 2-19 would all be allowable as presenting a reasonable number 
of species linked by a generic claim. 37 CRR. § 1.141(a). 

If any extension of time for the accompanying response is required, the 
Applicant requests that this paper be considered a petition therefor. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees under 37 CFR 1.17(a) 
to (d), which may be required to Deposit Account No. 13-0235. 



PAGE 3/3 * RCVD AT 7/16/2004 2:35:50 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1i1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:8605270464 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-06 



McCormick, Paulding & Huber LLP 

CityPlace II 

185 Asylum Street 

Hartford, CT 06103-3402 

Phone: (860) 549-5290 




Registration No. 46,302 
Attorney for Applicant 



2 



